
What’s Happening at HCS?

40% of funds earned
 from every packet sold 

will go to HCS! 

All seeds are untreated
 and non-GMO.

A wide range of 
vegetables, herbs, 

and flowers.

     January 12  - February 2th nd

All seeds can be ordered on the
fundraising site:

  

HCS is
FUNDRAISING 

 fundraising.westcoastseeds.com 

with

January 9, 2025

January 12 - Monday
West Coast Seeds Fundraiser Begins

January 13 - Tuesday
Grade 5/6 Skating at the Arena 

12:45 pm - 1:45 pm

January 15 - Thursday
Grade 11/12 Skating at the Arena

12:45 pm - 1:45 pm

January 20 - Tuesday
Grade 7/8 Skating at the Arena

12:45 pm - 1:45 pm

January 22 - Thursday
High School Exams

January 23 - Friday
High School Report Card Writing Day

No School for High School Only

January 26 - Monday
Semester Turn Around Day

No School for High School Only

January 30 - Friday
Semester 1 Report Cards Go Home

High School Only

February 2 - Monday
Order Deadline for West Coast Seeds

“Then make my joy
complete by being like-

minded, having the same
love, being one in spirit

and of one mind.”

P H I L I P P I A N S  2 : 2

January

January Memory Work

https://fundraising.westcoastseeds.com/
https://fundraising.westcoastseeds.com/
https://fundraising.westcoastseeds.com/


Principal’s Pulse Principal’s Pulse (Words from our head)

Welcome to 2026!! It is a new year and a time to once again renew our commitment to each other.

We have all come through a difficult fall. Some of our staff have lost parents, and our school
community has also experienced the loss of a parent of our students, as well as the loss of a
student. These are difficult things to go through as a community. We grieve together, and God calls
us to support each other as we work through these losses.

It is with sadness that we share that Jacky Hielema-King’s father has been placed in palliative care.
She will be travelling to be with him during this time and will be away from school. Please pray for
her and Richard as she spends this time with her family and her father. Pray also for us as a school
as we work to put supports in place while she is away.

Even in the midst of this, God calls us to face forward and move ahead. In that spirit, I would like to
share a few verses from 2 Corinthians 5:14–20 that will help frame the suggestions I would like to
make as we move ahead.

Deep Roots Update:
Thank You, HCS Community!

Thanks to your generosity, we have met
and exceeded our $20,000 fundraising
goal for our 10th Annual Deep Roots
“Lift Up” Campaign!

We are grateful to everyone who made
Houston Christian School part of their
giving and helped move our mission
forward. 

More exciting details to come — stay
tuned!

*Continued on Next Page*



I have so enjoyed these past five months with you. It has been a joy to be a part of this community.
However, I have noticed over time that we face some challenges in dealing with differences of
opinion or ideas. I have seen brokenness in how we deal with hurts and frustrations. Instead of
going to the source of our frustrations, we sometimes begin to talk amongst ourselves or avoid
dealing with issues out of fear that it might create a problem or cause someone to become angry.
This is something we need to change. We must have the courage to be honest with each other. We
must always deal with each other in love and compassion and be willing to challenge behaviours
that are not consistent with what Christ calls of us.

I want to challenge us to do better as we enter into 2026. As 2 Corinthians tells us, we are Christ’s
representatives here on earth. We must make things right between us. If we are unable to do this,
we cannot truly be the body of Christ as He calls us to be. We are meant to live together as one in
Christ.

If any of you have questions about this and would like to 
talk with me further, I am open to that conversation.

Blessings!

Ron Donkersloot

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And

he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them

and was raised again. So from now on, we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once

regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has

come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ

and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not

counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.

2 Corinthians 5: 14-19

Because of this decision, we don’t evaluate people by what they have or how they look. We looked at

the Messiah that way once and got it all wrong, as you know. We certainly don’t look at him that way

anymore. Now we look inside, and what we see is that anyone united with the Messiah gets a fresh

start, is created new. The old life is gone; a new life emerges! Look at it! All this comes from the God

who settled the relationship between us and him, and then called us to settle our relationships with

each other. God put the world square with himself through the Messiah, giving the world a fresh

start by offering forgiveness of sins. God has given us the task of telling everyone what he is doing.

We’re Christ’s representatives. God uses us to persuade men and women to drop their differences and

enter into God’s work of making things right between them. We’re speaking for Christ himself now:

Become friends with God; he’s already a friend with you.

2 Corinthians 5: 16 - 20

A paraphrased translation of Scripture, The Message, draws attention to key ideas by the way it
phrases some of these verses, and this wording is particularly meaningful to me (I have highlighted
the parts that especially resonated with me in relation to what I am trying to communicate).

Even in the midst of this, God calls us to face forward and move ahead. In that spirit, I would like to
share a few verses from 2 Corinthians 5:14–20 that will help frame the suggestions I would like to
make as we move ahead.



Athletics Update: 
Games, Tournaments, and Team Spirit!

Did you know that, on average, a high school basketball player will run 3.5–4 kilometres
during a 40-minute game?

A coach will invest well over 100 hours of volunteer time during a regular basketball
season.

And a parent? They’ll make countless trips back and forth to gyms and spend more hours
than they can count in the stands, cheering on their child.

When we stop to think about the behind-the-scenes investment and the team approach
required to sustain a successful season, it’s a powerful reminder that our Athletics
Program thrives because of involvement from every angle. 

Regardless of the role each of us plays, our prayer is that we represent Houston Christian
School—and Christ—in a positive and honouring way.

As our teams head in different directions this weekend, here’s where everyone will be
competing:

Senior Boys – HCS Invitational at HSS
Senior Girls – Kermode Classic in Terrace
Junior Boys – Mountain Invitational at SSS

To our players who will be logging a lot of kilometres over the next 24 hours: don’t forget
to refuel! A banana with peanut butter, pasta with protein, and of course plenty of

hydration (insert a plug for Biosteel here 😉).

We pray for safe travels for all our parents, players, and coaches. May this weekend of
competition be filled with joy, teamwork, and sportsmanship.

The Athletics Team 

Note: Be sure to check the HCS Athletics Facebook page 
for schedules and updates, including a possible live stream 
of the Senior Girls event.

CLICK HERE FOR

UPDATES

https://www.facebook.com/groups/871331291652443


The Houston Christian School Board would like to share that the search for a principal is
ongoing. The Board remains committed to finding the right person to serve in this role on a
permanent basis and continues the search with care and prayer.

The Board welcomes the support of the HCS community in sharing this opportunity within
their wider networks and communities.

The Board also asks that the community continue to keep this search in prayer and join in
thanking God for His faithful provision and care for Houston Christian School over the
years, as He has consistently guided and sustained the school through every season. 

The principal job posting is available on the school’s website at the link below.

[View Principal Job Posting]

Sharing Our Ongoing Principal Search

Please join us in the staff room right after
morning drop-off as we pray for our

students, staff, and the HCS community. 

Childcare for younger children will be
available in the kindergarten room.

Grad Hot Lunch Program
Hot lunch sign-up forms were due this Friday, and we are grateful for the strong response
from students participating in the monthly hot lunch program in support of the Grad class. If
you missed handing in your form, there is still time to join. Access and print an order form
using this LINK. Please bring the completed form to the office on Monday morning so your
child can be added to the program.

EXAM WEEK at HCS
Letters were sent home with high school students
today outlining details for the upcoming end-of-
semester exams. 

These exams, along with the adjusted schedules and
exam days, apply only to high school students.
Elementary and middle school students will
continue to attend classes as usual.

All exams are scheduled
to be written on
Thursday, with Friday
designated as an exam
marking and report card
writing day for high
school teachers. 

https://houstonchristianschool.ca/employment/
http://houstonchristianschool.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Hot-Lunch-Sign-Up-Form-2026.pdf


The Grade 1/2 and Grade 11/12 classes teamed up to learn about how heat causes
physical and chemical changes. By adding a little heat to marshmallows and

chocolate, students got to see — and enjoy — an ooey-gooey transformation that
made science come alive in the most fun and delicious way.

Heat, Change, and a Whole Lot of Chocolate

Science Has Never Tasted This Good


